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The East-Japan Earthquake, the Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Accident
and Japanese University Cooperatives: for the International Year of
Cooperatives

SHOJI Kokichi

Attacked by the East-Japan Great Earthquake and the Fukushima Nuclear

Power Plant Accident, Japan has been facing the urgent task of reconstructing its whole
society. On the other hand, responding to the International Year of Cooperatives
proposed by the United Nations, all Japanese cooperatives have been discussing on
reexamining and resetting their own ways of activities, focusing on establishing the
Cooperative Charter. Japan’s National Federation of University Cooperative
Associations (NFUCA), responding honestly to the Earthquake and the Power Plant
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Accident, has been participating in creating the Cooperative Charter, developing
international exchanges more widely and deeply, and wrestling with urgent tasks to
change general members’ consciousness so that they really understand the significance
of university cooperatives. The key is that more and more members exactly understand
the essential character of Japan’s university cooperatives as mainly students’ non-profit
enterprises to perform student support services by themselves. Student support
services are now recognized by UESCO as one of three major objectives of universities
and no other examples can be found in the world than Japanese university cooperatives
as performing student support services with two hundred and thirty enterprise units
and altogether one million four hundred thousand members. Japanese university
cooperatives have been nurturing students as cooperative citizens in learning the ideas
and practices of cooperatives in the 21st century world where more and more nations are
turning into civil societies. Overcoming members’ weakness in understanding its
significance with various activities, university cooperatives should show a model of
student support services to the world and the increasing significance of cooperatives, as
enterprises of ordinary citizens, to various cooperatives and general citizens in the 21st
century globally democratizing society.
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